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An Analysis of Intercultural Communication between International Students and

Japanese Students: From Fieldwork in Kyoto International Student House
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In conjunction with recent globalization, the number of foreigners living in Japan has hit a record high. Communication between
international and Japanese university students, however, tends to be poor because of differences in language, customs, culture, etc.
This study analyzes the case of Kyoto International Student House (Haus der Begegnung) and how it is furthering intercultural
communication between international and Japanese students. What can be surmised through interviews with house parents and some
students who are living together at Kyoto International Student House is the important roles of the house "system" and third parties
in facilitating intercultural communication. Interviews at the time of admission to the house and common meals create opportunities
systematically to enhance intercultural communication between students. In addition, house parents were a major factor in encouraging
communication with students as third parties. House parents did not intervene instructionally to provide direct guidance to students.
Instead, they built a multi-faceted relationship, sometimes acting as grandparents toward grandchildren or parents toward children,
and sometimes holding discussions with students as members of equal standing in the house. This is different from the traditional top-
down teacher-child relationship. This study suggests that to promote intercultural communication between international students and
Japanese students, rather than dealing with the problem as one between two parties, there is a possibility that it is more effective to

methodically incorporate the system and third parties to build multi-dimensional relationships between the third parties and students.
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