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Report by Professor Graham D Caie on HUTE Research Visit on November 29 — 13
December, 2012

I would like to express my thanks to HUTE and in particular to Professor Akinobu
Tani for making this visit possible. It was highly successful on a number of fronts.

1.

It cemented relationships between the University of Glasgow and HUTE
through the research and lectures visits. Professors Caie and Tani have had a
research collaboration over many years but this visit in particular strengthened
that relationship.

Graham Caie (GC) visited HUTE with Professor Tani (AT) on the day of
his arrival in Osaka (29 November) to discuss the programme of activities.
GC and AT travelled to Hiroshima on 30 November to attend the 28"
Congress of the Japan Society for Medieval English Studies held at Hiroshima
University’s Higashi Campus. On December 1 GC participated in the
Symposium entitled ‘The Mystery of Manuscripts and Early Printed
Books’; AT arranged and coordinated this symposium. GC’s lecture was
called ‘Two revolutionary periods for the Text: the Mid-15" and Late-20"
Centuries’. In it he discussed the major changes that occurred, first when
printing was invented. These changes affected the method of writing, as
authors could no longer alter a text as happened in the manuscript tradition;
texts were more reliable as they did not change with each manuscript copier;
the cost of books decreased making it easier for the middle classes to own
books; the printers ‘fixed” the English language rather than every manuscript
being in a specific dialect. Similarly with electronic revolution there were
major changes still occurring: manuscript facsimiles are now online and the
manuscripts themselves are better preserved with fewer people requiring to
touch them; texts are more easily available online; editors can place facsimile,
transcript, critical edition, translation and notes online at the same time, thus
giving the reader the choice of text; readers can magnify the online manuscript
page to see details hitherto hidden. He illustrated this by comparing the
manuscript of the Middle English Romaunt of the Rose (c. 1450) with the first
printed edition of this work in 1532 to show the changes which Thynne, the
1532 editor, made to the manuscript text, and GC compared this printed text
with the online facsimile and transcription which GC created.
(http://www.memss.arts.gla.ac.uk).

His talk was followed by one by Professor Nakao of Hiroshima University, a
world authority on Chaucer’s language. He discussed the differences between
the two earliest manuscripts of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, the Ellesmere and
Hengwrt manuscripts with particular attention to the function of the adjectival
final ‘-’ and the way the scribe treated final ‘-¢’.

These two lectures were followed by a Response by Professor Takamiya of
Keio University who commented on both papers. The audience was then
invited to comment on both papers and an interesting discussion took place.

On 2 December, GC participating in a second symposium, entitled ‘A
Foreign Country in Great Britain: Inventing the Scottish Middle Ages’.
Four papers were presented on topics such as ‘In Search of the Past: Sir
Walter Scott and Book Clubs in Scotland’ by Professor Takamiya; ‘Usable
Past: Gaelic Problem in Medieval Scotland’ by Professor Ryoko Harikae;



‘From Jacobitism to Enlightenment: Politics and Literature in Medieval and
Early Modern Scotland’; and ‘Scotland for Sale! Scott’s Professional Use of
the Scottish Past’. GC gave the Response to these papers, and was able to give
up-to-date information about the political situation of Scotland today, as it
prepared for a referendum on Independence. A lively discussion followed
these papers.

GC was honoured at the Congress to be made an Honorary Fellow of the
Japan Society for Medieval English Studies by its President, Professor
Ogura of Keio University. This Congress was extremely well organised by
the Society’s Congress Committee which included AT and there were many
excellent papers presented. It also gave GC the opportunity to meet a number
of scholars in his and AT’s research area, some he already knew, but many
new contacts were made, especially amongst postgraduate students. A number
of university lecturers and postgraduate students expressed a wish to visit
Glasgow University on research trips and were warmly encouraged to do so
by GC. [GC can report that there will be 3 who attended the Congress who
will be visiting Glasgow in February.]

AT and GC had ample opportunity during these days in Hiroshima and
later at Keio University to discuss joint research. It is hoped that AT will
visit GC’s untversity in Scotland this year to continue research discussions
and to plan joint research activities. Both are in the same research area and
AT will be able to analyse the Middle English Romaunt of the Rose, the
manuscript GC discussed, as the only extant copy is at Glasgow University.
GC and AT also discussed some articles which AT is writing at present.
Altogether this is a highly successful research collaboration.

Workshop on Medieval English Palaecography and Codicology held in
Keio University on December 8-9, 2012 held under the auspices of the
Japan Society for Medieval English Studies and organised by AT and Keio
University.
The seminar was attended by 15? postgraduate students from a number of
Japanese universities and one was a visiting PhD student from Toronto. They
were at MA and PhD level and wished to learn more about medieval English
manuscripts as they were working on editions, philological or literary topics
which required greater appreciation and understanding of these manuscripts.
GC gave two 2-hour sessions and participated in the Discussions and
Questions sessions. The first session was on Palacography and Codicology:
how medieval books were assembled — how the membrane (parchment) was
treated, how ink and quills were made, etc. GC then looked at the earliest
English scripts in Old English manuscripts and gave exercises to the
participants to transcribe a selection of texts. Then there was a session on later
medieval scripts (Middle English) with exercises in transcription for the
participants.
GC also talked about the compilation of medieval books — how the texts were
chosen and put together; also who read them and who owned them.



After GC’s presentation, Professor Takamiya spoke about codicology — how
the books were assembled and who owned them and showed some
manuscripts from his collection.

On 9 December Professor Takamiya brought his collection of writing
materials and gave a lecture on preparing membrane (parchment), quills, inks,
and writing techniques. GC gave a talk about how to edit medieval
manuscripts and the advantages and disadvantages of electronic editing.

8. Impressions on the Present State of Research in Japan in this field. [
was greatly impressed by the healthy state of research in Medieval English.
Japan has some of the world’s leading academics in this area, in particular
Middle English Language (such as AT and Professors Nakao and Ogura)
and in manuscript studies (such as Prof Takamiya). At the Keio seminar I
was particularly struck by the knowledge and dedication of the
postgraduate students there. I think that Japan has an excellent new
generation of expert scholars — a very healthy situation.

9. Suggestions to HUTE. I am extremely grateful to HUTE for making thos
research visit possible and I look forward to future research discussions at
Glasgow or Osaka with AT who is a leading authority in my area. I hope
that research travel funding is possible to allow him to visit Glasgow.
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