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Several Points at Issue and a New Course Seen from Comparing
the Art Education in Japan with That in the United States

Recently a revision about the new edition of official guidelines for school-teaching is in the final stage. And its synopsis

was announced a while ago. It is said that the starting point of the art education of postwar Japan is the tentative plan of

the official guidelines for school-teaching modeled on the Virginia's designated "Course of Study" in the United States.

Afterward, the Japan's official guidelines for school-teaching has come down to the present after being revised several tomes.

The biggest challenge for its revised edition this time is that how we can reach a educational standard of international quality.

In these days when we are seeking for a new direction, I think that it is significant to direct out attention afresh to the art

education in some foreign countries. For example, that in the United States, and so on. So, it is important to propose to look

at the art education in Japan until now, and to appreciate the reason for it again.
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Principles of Curriculum Development for
English Language Education in Japan

Curriculum development for any subject must be made in consideration of many factors involved in implementing the teaching

of the subject. In English education in Japan, these factors involve understanding the natures of English as the target of learning,

characteristics of learners with regard to their cognitive developmental stages, principal mechanisms of learning English in

respective stages of cognitive development, and peculiarities of pedagogical intervention consistent with each learning mechanism.

Based on the discussion of these factors, this article argues that there are at least four principles of curriculum development

for English education as a foreign language in Japan: teaching contents and methods in harmony with principal mechanisms

of learning, learning activities supplementing each principal mechanism of learning, teaching meeting the very basic nature of

language, and establishing the goal of learning in relation with the length of time available. It is stressed that practicing teachers

are expected to take part in curriculum development.
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Y= VRRICX DR, 3l —va itBWT
GHREBELDTHL2MENH D, DF D, TOMENI I 2
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Ran b,

BB, = vREEOEKRE, XLAVITEBT S E5E
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TN DX OREEERTICBAL T ¥y — v R AT
£ A ) F a5 LEMUMBENRD B,

K2 THEEERSD/NS —1E

(a) I'm a student.; I'm a boy.; I'm a Japanese.; ...

— I'm

a+ INE 4G

(b) I'm Ichiro Suzuki.; 'm Hideki Matsui.; ...

A4

— I'm

(¢) I'm happy.; 'm hungry.; I'm tired.; ...

PRI
A

N
Zl

— I'm

(d) ’'m from Japan.; I'm at home.; ’'m in debt.; ...

wiletaal + 43

— I'm

COEIRLNNVIEBF B/ —vbEFERSL LI
X 5T, EHKMIZSVC (Subject + Verb + Complement)
VS b b HREDOFV L NLTONY — DSk
WO D ET B LENB, W) FaTsffkldlok
IWHEBLD NTITONEMLEND 5,
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P, BIER SR RTRERERT) OfEfR & 2 OH AR O h
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B ) F 2T LOFEEFREICE O THREE S B EH
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ENTE D, HERANL, SiELSHEMENESERE0X
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ok 2H ) F 2765l T ICHEDSC A Y F 2
I LDIEIER, K2 TRENBEHIITH A 7 VLD
Th b, BkrIsE b EIRHICH T 5,

~

Stage 1

Planning the course

Stage 4
Reteaching _Stage 2
the course decision Teaching the course

making
\ Stage 3
Modifying / replanning the course

M2 HYUFaSARHLEEET N
(Graves 2000: 10)
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Music Teacher Education Curriculum and School
Music Classes in the United States

A Case Study in Indiana and Florida

This paper aims to reveal the system and reality of music and music teacher education in the United States. I have analyzed

the music teacher education curriculum at Indiana University Jacobs School of Music.

In addition, I have observed music

classes at several elementary and high schools both in Indiana and in Florida. As a result, many differences are found between

Japanese and American music teacher education and music classes.

for Japanese music and music teacher education curriculum.
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Based on the facts found, several suggestions are proposed
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12i-T, TAYADOKRET 1 FMICHETE 2B
o, LadEOREICEVLTHHEDRERAKEIC
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BEEZTE, () BHEHBOLRILFERGICFIRT
5 ENTEL LS RHEMPHESHAEINTVWS I L,
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CEEHEELTWAEDTH B,

3. 4. TUEBERHEEE] ORE

C OEFFH 3 TR iR & L e Bl H o —o T,
HHRLT [NEREREHEED 720D 4 v o F &
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RKFETHEE L TRFEDTREL ZH Y L TV 2 Brent
GaultiKTH %, LI, v I/N21HE-> T OREDY
FARRN D,
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FNT, FIFE Y T =5 —EHOIRIE, WELE5,
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TVEDTH -t EWVR B, FITHEITH L T[22k
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The Systems for Giving Diplomas in a High School by Analyzing
Curricula in Bloomington North High School of U.S.A.; in
View of the Varieties and the Specialties of Curricula.

" K ZHT
(LA F)

This study analyzes the systems that one high school uses to give diplomas dependent upon student's abilities, fitness and

requests. I found many differences between Japanese systems and Bloomington North High School. The school’s curricula

consisted of four years with eight semesters.

The school offers three kinds of diplomas; general, academic and technology.

The student takes the basic Core 40 subjects which are set up by the state and additionally chose the course of study from

the options available at a high school to get his/her diploma. A school has many optional subjects including career subjects

(Table 5, appendix 1).

Every class consist 85 minutes and students can not take less than eight subjects in one semester;

that is, students continue to take one subject every other day in one semester. This system limits students from taking too

many subjects in one semester. There are eight semesters in four school years. Students can take some subjects, for example,

biology, foreign languages and artistic subject for full semesters for four years according to his/her interests. I found one high

school in U.S.A. has both huge varieties and high specialization in four school years.
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Status and Issues of Arts Education in Global Perspective:
UNESCO's World Conference on Arts Education and its
Implications on the Science of Schooling

The purpose of this paper was to shed light on the global trend in arts education and clarify the issues involved in arts

education. The UNESCO’s World Conference on Arts Education was held in Lisbon, Portugal in March, 2006 to propel the

active role in arts education in the participating countries. The conference included several symposium and more than 25

workshops to discuss the possible actions emphasizing arts education in the general curriculum in order to secure childrenls

imagination, peaceful mind, and aesthetic responses. Along with this conference, such NGOs as InSEA, ISME, and IDEA

contributed to provide a cooperative announcement for the advocate of arts education which has been discussed among those

three groups. Also, the result and analysis of the UNESCO’s global research project was reported as “WOW Factor”. These

contributions suggested more strategic action for each country to devise arts education as a vital force for children to facilitate

their whole nature. Under such insecure circumstances as is in Japan, the some kind of political action is needed not only for

arts education but for children's future.
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