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F1H REIZBITHRERERZTIET 2FEM (EXEBRER
EEVIDENCE AND INTERPRETATIONIN THE HISTORY CLASSROOM

DrDavid Wilkinson
(Raine's Foundation School and History Education London Project)

Research in the United Kingdom into children's understanding of History has both an established tradition and a dynamic
potential for the future. In particular the work of Rosalyn Ashby,  Peter Lee and Denis Shemilt stands out asexemplary (Ashby and
Lee, 1987a, 1987b, 2000, 2001;Ashbyetal2005;Lee, 1984, 1991, 1992, 2006;LecandShemil, 2003, 2004,
2007;Shemilt 1980, 1984, 1987, 2000, 2006).Notonlyhave Ashby, Leeand Shemiltconducted various research projects
over the past thirty yearsorso,  they have also enhanced the quality of history education through teacher-training programmes at the
Institute of Historical Research (London) and Trinity and All Saints College (Leeds).

Everything that I will be saying today owes a considerable intellectual debt to this research tradiition. T also acknowledge a
personal debt in terms of the support and encouragement they have fieely given tome. Although Ashby,  Lee and Shemiilt are still
actively engaged in research and publication,  they have retired fiom their fullime academic posts. It therefore falls to the coming
generation to build upon and advance the research agenda for History education.

On the one hand research potential within academia is in a relatively healthy state, - notleast because UK initiatives have
now reached a broader intemational audience. Onthe other,  the state of History education in UK schools leaves much to be desired.
There are many good History teachers, - but the status of History within the curriculum s far from secure. The infegrity of History as a
specificdiscipline,  orformofknowledge,  is under threat. Well-intentioned but misguided advocates of History education tend to
follow popular trends or submit tamely to govemmental directives,  rather than leading the public debate and establishing clearly the
transcendental benefits of History education. Indeed, many teachers,  bowed down by excessive workloads and lumbered with
administrative burdens,  find it difficult to refiesh their teaching from the wellsprings of academic historical discourse. Teachers
become swarmped by target-setting —despite the fact that the criteria for these activities,  with respectto History,  are demonstrably
flawed.

Alittle history of History Education is necessary at this juncture. In England (leaving to one side separate developments in
Wales, Socotland, and Northem Ireland) there has been a National Carriculum for History since 1991 (DES,  1991). Attheriskof
grossoversimplification,  this was an attempt to impose central control over a History curriculum that was fel to be too fragmented.
Also, fiomthe perspective of the Thatcherite political right, it was asserted that there was too much freedom for allegedly lefi-wing
subversion of national values and character (Phillips,  1998). We are now in the fourth incamation of the National Curriculum, — and
the zeitgeisthas undoubtedly shifted (QCA,  2008). The Blair-Brown New Labour project and its coming rival for power,
Camerons New Toryism,  are both avowedly tolerant of socio-cultural diversity and extol the virtues of multi-cultural inclusion. The
potitical climate has shifted to such an extent that (without any intellectual justification) the concept of diversity' has been placed explicitly
i the jumbled basket of ideas that constitutes the National Curriculum. This outcome is indicative of intellectually promiscuous motives
on the part of the designers of the National Curriculum. It should be noted that at the same time as 'diversity' has entered centre-stage,
the fmdamental conoept of evidence has been designated (or rather downgraded) to a mere process.

Ore of the key achievernents of the UK History education research tradition has been to establish clear parameters for
thinking about children's disciplinary understanding of History. There is no doubt that a. concept of historical evidence' is asine quanon
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of cognitive progression. To designate evidence asamere process, — or for thatmatter asa generic 'skill, — signifies a crucial failureon
the part of the designers of Curricutum 2008, In order to understand why this is so important, — we need to consider the technical
vocabulary of History education research. Within the UK tradition it is conventional to make a distinction between substariive historical
oconcepts on the one hand and second-order concepts (i.e. organising ideas) that make it possible to undertake historical enquiry and to
develop historical understanding.

The PowerPoint slides compare the level descriptors for evidence from the National Curriculum with a research-based
model of progression (see also Appendix One). The National Curriculum proceeds more or less arbitrarily in reverse. This aggregate
approach appears plausible,  but collapses when putunder scrutiny. As the slides show,  there is little progression with respect to
evidence. National Curriculum levels are produced in committee by adults, - who seem to have commenced with anotion of what
might constitute a mature adult's understanding of History. This conceptualisation of an ultimate goal is then reverse-engineered to
produce a series of ladder-like stages for lower levels of understanding. In contrast,  research-based models are derived from children's
responses to diagnostic tasks. Research-based models emerge fiom looking at how children actually leam—identifying pattems of
preconception and misconception that need to be summounted. Research-based models are much more useful in the classroom and are
essential tools for promoting Assessment for Leaming,  ie. formative/diagnostic assessment (Black and William,  1998; Black et al,
2003).

Inrecognition of the shortcomings of the level descriptors in the National Curriculum, — the Qualifications and Curriculum
Authority rightly insist that these should only be used summatively rort formatively. Every student mustbe given a teacher-assessed
level attheend of Key Stage 3 (aged cirea 14 years)." Yet the rational plea by the QCA - that National Curriculum levels in History
should be used as once-only summative staterments —has fallen on deaf ears.

School leadership teams have become obsessed with targets and tracking, In many schools History teachers are foroed by
seniormanagers,  with scant regard for rationality or utility,  to supply tracking-data using nonsensical subdivisions of National
Curriculum level descriptors. Students are tracked via invented devices (contrary to QCA guidelines). A common strategy is to create
subdevels. Thus jprogression'is tracked fiom Level 3c, toLevel3b, andthenLevel3a(andsoonthroughdce, 4b, 4a, efc).
These letter-suffixes are more or less meaningless. The letter ¢ is indicative of 'weak!,  theletter'b' means 'secure’,  and the letter'a
suggests that the student is almost but not quite into the next level. Even the most cursory examination of the National Curriculum level
descriptors reveals the absurdity of this approach. But alas! Electronic tracking is the fad of the past decade. Datamust be entered to
placate the 'unholy gods of the spreadsheet. For Lo! These are jealous gods and they must be placated or they will become angry and
vengeful. Joking aside,  the well-known data-processing adage Garbage In,  Garbage Out' should be kept inmind.

Teachers are obliged to conform to these inational requests. Yet,  thankfully,  they still enjoy a great deal of freedomin
the classroom. The highly prescriptive National Carriculum of 1991 has gradually given way to Camiculum 2008, which holds out
exciting prospects for curriculum innovation and for teaching Big Picture History (Rogers,  2008; Howson,  2009). As with
previous initiatives,  the ambition of curriculum designers is not matched by teacher-expertise on the ground; nor is there sufficient
research-based understanding of students likely preconceptions and cognitive difficulties in conceiving of bigger historical pasts. Also,

' No public examinations take place at the end of Key Stage 3 and there is wide variation in assessment practioe. At this
junciure students may choose to continue with History, - proceeding to public examinations at GCSE,  aged 15-16 years.
Altematively, students may drop History as a subjectand choose altematives,  suchas Geography, Sociology, or
Business Studies.
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itis far from clear how disciplinary integrity can be maintained whilst integrating Big Picture! teaching within the context of historical
oconsciousness,  aselaborated forexample by Jom Riisen (Riisen,  2005). Some preliminary forayshavebeenmade,  and these
arereadily available onfine (Shemilt, 2006;Lee, 2006; see also Appendix Two).

Itis therefore my intention to seize the opportunities provided by Curriculum 2008 to develop comparative study unitson
Anglo-Japanese History. This will advance the research agenda for Big Picture' History, - whilst remaining faithful to the established
criteria for seoond-order cognitive progression. A small-scale research initiative,  the History Education London Project (HELP)is
working towards creating diagnostic and teaching resources on medieval England and Japan. Thope that these resources may indue
oourse be translated into Japanese for research purposes. These are plans for the future, - but I wish publicly to acknowledge the
generous support and encouragement I have already received from Professor Kusahara and his team.

Havingestablished, albeitbriefty, ~ the contextof History educationin England,  itis now time to consider some
practical aspects of teaching in the classroom. The key question for today's session is: 'How can students best be inducted into History as
aform of knowledge?

APPENDIX ONE: A PROGRESSION MODEL FOR EVIDENCE
HowDOSTUDENTS SEE WHAT WE GIVE THEM AS "EVIDENCE'?
(Peter Lee and Deniis Shemilt ©2005)

L PICTURESOF THEPAST
The past s treated as if it is the present; students treat potential evidence as if it offers direct access to the past. Questions about the basis of
staterments about the past do not arise. Stories are just stories.

2 INFORMATION

"The pastis treated as fixed and known by some authority; students treat potential evidence as information. Given staterments totest
againstevidence,  students match information,  orcount sources to solve the problem. Questions arise about whether the information
offered is comrect or incorrect,  butnomethodology is attributed to history for answering such questions beyond an appeal to books,
diaries or whatisdug up. These,  although sometimes seen as being connected with the past, - provide transparent information that is
either conect or incorrect.

3 TESTIMONY

The pastis reported tous by people living at the time,  either well or badly. Questions as tohow we know about the past are regarded
as sensible: students begin to understand that history has a methodology for testing statements about the past. Conflicts in potential
evidence are thought appropriately setfled by deciding which report is best. Notions of bias, — exaggeration and loss of information in
transmission supplement the simple dichotomy between truth-telling and lies. Reports are often treated as if the authors are more or less
directeyewitnesses: the more direct,  the better.

4. SCISSORSAND PASTE
"The past can be probed even if no individual reporter has told us truthfully or accurately what happened. We can put together a version
by picking out the true statements from different reports and putting them together. In one student's words: "You take the true bits out of
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thisone, andthebestbitsoutofthatone, andwhenyou'vegotitup, you've gotapicture. Notions of bias or lies are supplemented
by questions about whether the reporter is in a position to know.

5. EVIDENCEINISOLATION

Statements about the past can be inferred from pieces of evidence. We can ask questions of sources that they were not designed to
answer, sothatevidence will bear questions for which it could not be testimony. Many things may be evidence that are not reports of
anything (Nineteenth Century rail timetables were not constructed for the benefit of historians.) This means that historians may ‘work
out historical facts even if no testimony survives. Evidence may be defective without questions of bias or lies. Reliability is not a fixed
property of asource,  and the weight we can reston any piece of evidence depends on what questions we ask of it.

6. EVIDENCEINCONTEXT

Evidence can only be used successfully if it is understood in its historical context: we mustknow what itismeantas, - andhow itrelates
to the society which produced it. This involves the suspension of certain ines of questioning,  and a provisional acceptance of much
historical work as established fact (a known context). We cannot question everything at onoe. Contexts vary with place and time (a
sense of period is important).

APPENDIX TWO: PETER LEEON JORNRUSEN
Extract fromP J Lee (2006) Walking backwards into tomorrow: historical consciousness and understanding history
[httpz/k1.i0e.ac.uk/schools/ah/HistoryInEducatior/

Methods
(rules of empirical research)

Theories
(leading views concerning experience)

Forms
(of representation)

Discipline of history

Practical life (febenspraxis)

Practical pasts

Interests Functions
(interpreted needs for orientation in time}) (of existential orientation)

v

walkingbackwardsintotomormow:pdf]
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"The diagram” suggests that lehenspraxis informns history just as much as history informs lebensprans. But this informing is not a mere

response by academic history to demands from the world of everyday life for the support of national identity ... Academic history

Pproduces a theoretical surplus beyond the need for identity of acting subjects'... History is itself a historical achieverment ... and can

therefore take a critical stance toward the interests and demands of lebensprands ... History demands a dialectical approach to different

perspectives,  notthekind of Tazy pluralism! that talks about muiltiple perspectives but allows 'no possibility of deciding between
perspectivesinan "objective”,  ie. intersubjectively obligatory way' ... Historical knowledge is not tobe treated as 'a fixed static, — given
matter of human consciousness and cognition,  butas adynamic process ... Historical consciousness ... [is] something that develops ...

Traditional historical consciousness is a stance towards the past in which traditional naatives are pre-given and fumish us with the
origins of our values and our form of life. These latter are in tum seen as permanent and obligatory ways of living,  providingus
with anot-to-be-questioned morality fixed by a stable tradition. Time is experienced as origins and repetitions.

Exemplary historical consciousness takes the past as embodying rules of change and humean conduct that remain valid for all times.
This widens our stance towards the past,  allowing us tomake sense of more than a fixed tradition. Instead we treat past oocumences
ascasesorexamples,  providing lessons forthepresent,  includingmoral ones, - and morality itself has a timeless validity. Time
isexperienced aschange,  butchanges follow timeless ules.

Critical historical consciousness challenges stances taken in either of the first two types. It challenges traditional namratives,  and it
draws attentions to deviations from exemplary rules; it uses these todeny the truth of astory, — or to show how timeless rules donot
standup ... Culture is relativized totime,  which isexperienced as subject to judgement.

Genetic historical consciousness takes a stance beyond the affimmation or denial of the previous three forms ... Change is central to the
past, and gives history its meaning, Differing standpoints are acoepted as being integrated in this perspective of temporal change.
Permanence and continuity are themselves temporalized. People and things survive by, as well as through change ... Time is
expetienced as itself temporalized.

Riiseniis very clear that these types may co-exist in any particularencounter with the past. If they can be said to represent stages,  itis

notin the strong sense in which one stage sucoeeds and displaces another. We are not being offered a ladder-like progression in which

wemove fromone stagetothenext,  leaving the first behind.

[REZEEIZRIT A= BT R L ARIR

TEY R dry Adit
(Raine’s Foundation School and History Education London Project)

FENCRW T, TS 2 C O X ITEfET D0 E VO AIZED, BFiE L THENZ SIS L [F]
RRZ, AREEZDAREMZRDT-bDTHD, FlZrf L« 7 28— (RosalynAshby) , E—
H—+ J— (Peerlee) , 7=A + 23/l (DenisShemil) OHFFEIE, 723 1ES LWEDOTH
%(Ashby & Lee, 1987a, 1987b, 2000, 2001;Ashbyfth2005;Lee, 1984, 1991, 1992, 2006;Lee & Shemilt,

% Peasenoethat, inthisdiagram, - Lee hasinserted the conoeptof Praciical Pasts,  whichiis derived from the work of
Michael Oakeshot (1983).

=253~
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