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Topography and Behavior Chain of Mand in Autistic Children
with Mental Retardation

—Mediator's Location as an Independent Variable —

YOSHIKAWA Kazuyuki®, FUJIWARA Yoshihiro""

In this study, we assessed the topographies and behavior chains of mand in autistic children with mental retardation to deter-
mine and establish appropriate target behaviors. Using a single subject design, we operated the mediator's location as an inde-
pendent variable, and assessed the child's topographies and behavior chains in mand situations. In condition A, the mediator
stood by the shelf on which the child's favorite foods and drink were placed and paid attention to the child. In condition B,
he stood by the wall on the opposite side of the shelf and paid attention to the child. In the results, the topographies guiding
the mediator to the shelf were observed only in condition B, and one child hardly showed the topographies specifying which
foods and drink he wanted. We discussed the child's appropriate target behaviors based on the results of the assessment, and

the im-portance of assessing the environmental condition of mand situations.

Key Words : Autistic Children with Mental Retardation, Mand, Topography, Behavior Chain, Mediator's location
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