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"Tsuredzure Gusa (Essays in Idleness)" and MOTO'ORI Norinaga

—an acceptance and a criticalness —

SHIMONISHI Zenzaburo”®

Why did Norinaga MOTO'ORI criticize "Essays in Idleness"? The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual situation of
acceptances how Norinaga received "Essays in Idleness" in his youth, and to find grounds and intention why he criticized it
in his later years. Therefore I at first inspected his descriptions concerning with "Essays in Idleness" concretely, and then reconsidered
the meaning of "God" and "tanka poetry" in Norinaga. As a result of the consideration, we can say as follows;

Norinaga Motoori accepted "Essays in Idleness" favorably in his youth, but he became to do pretermission of it after his
30's middle according to discovery of "KARAGOKORO (Thinking process of Confucianism)". At last Norinaga criticized
"Essays in Idleness" in his later years. He criticized "KARAGOKORO" which was inherent in it, and also used "Essays in

Idleness" for criticizing contemporary scholars of Confucianism at the same time.

Key Words : acceptance, criticalness, KARAGOKORO, tanka poetry, intellectual
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