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A Study of Teacher's Verbal Interaction during

Physical Education classes
—Upper Grades of Elementary Schools: Focused on Study Group Functions—

KAMIHARA Yoshihiro”

This study targeted long-jump classes (9 classes) in the upper grades of elementary school, with varying strengths of linkage
among the three categories of learning products; attitude, skill and study group functions, the main focus being on study group
functions. The verbal communication of teachers teaching classes with strong linkage among learning products, and teachers
teaching classes with weak linkage amang learning poducts, were analyzed and examined by parts of speech. Results showed
three important approaches that may help enhance all three learning products: the first is to be as involved as possible with
each student by using nouns (names) and pronouns (personal); the second is to try to make students understand assigned
tasks by using adverbs (descriptive/word-modifying adverbs), nouns (actions) and adjectives (dichotomy), by accepting
students' ideas, by presenting tasks clearly and by asking questions while providing information regarding task constitution; and
the third is to aid in task accomplishment by using mainly adverbs (descriptive/word-modifying adverbs) and nouns (action,

time), giving more specific corrective feedback in response to student performance.

Key Words : Upper Grades of Elementary Schools, Long Jump, Verbal Interaction, Study Group Function,
Analyzing Parts of Speech
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