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A Study of the Group of Songs and Lyrics
in the Fourth Book of Zoutanshu

HIRAKAWA Emiko*

Zoutanshu, completed in Kagen Year 3 (1305), contains many autobiographical descriptions and self-expressive poems. The
Fourth Book in particular has a group of songs and lyrics in its closing section. This paper discusses those poems, thirty-nine
in all, including one by another poet. As a whole, they are mostly meditative poems, expressing the author's thoughts and feelings
in everyday language rather than literary and ornate, and centering around Buddhist themes. They rarely take up natural objects
as subject matters; they mostly dwell upon the author, the people around him and their behavior. Although Muju sought his
ideal haven in the solitude of mountains, he actually mixed with common people in the secular world and even in his late
years went to and fro between Choboji and Rengeji. He was conscious of his role as mediator who should lead common people

to the Buddhist principle, which was his uppermost concern.
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